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Season’s Greetings:
The Journey of an American Familyʼs Life 

as told through Christmas Letters, 1966-2020

1963: Joni Clever and John OʼConnor met while 
skiing in Aspen, Colorado.

1964: Joni, a Girl Scout professional working in 
Gary, Indiana, moved to Colorado to work for the 
Girl Scouts Mile-Hi Council in Denver and serve as 
Director of their Tomahawk Ranch Summer Camp.

1965: John, an Assistant Professor of Civil 
Engineering at the University of Illinois, Urbana-
Champaign, wrote to & communicated with Joni 
long-distance.

1966: Joni and John were married in Mooseheartʼs 
House of God near Batavia, Illinois, her home town. 
The newlyweds honeymooned in Aspen; their 
son,Tom, was born ten months later.

Starting in 1966, the Christmas greetings (for years, 
hand-lettered) were prepared to maintain contact 
with out-of-town friends. Local friends did not 
receive these letters. 

1969: Our daughter, Heather, completes our family.

1975: The family moves to Columbia, Missouri -- 
and visits Disney World.

1996: The end of the hand-drawn era for our letters. 
After 31 years, we resorted to an Apple computer 
and a color printer.

2007: The torch is passed. Tom now authors his 
own brand of Annual Report, written for a new 
generation of friends. Sent by e-mail, his 
environmentally-friendly essays are richly-illustrated 
and include ʻlinksʼ to videos of various happenings.

2008: The OldʼConnors no longer send their 
greetings via snail-mail. While the quality of its 
content may be diminishing, the wishes it conveys 
remain heartfelt.



Season’s Greetings
An American Family’s Journey through Life as told by their 

Christmas Letters, 1966 - 2021

Table of  Contents 

1966 - The Journey Begins: Batavia, Illinois; Aspen, Colorado; Urbana, Illinois 
1967 - Baby Tom sets up playpen in Sudbury, Massachusetts 
1968 - Tent Camping at Cape Hatteras; drying out in Washington, D.C. 
1969 - Baby Heather goes on sabbatical: Newtonville, Massachusetts 
1970 - Work and Family Life in Urbana, Illinois 
1971 - Touring the Colorado Rockies & the Southwest; San Francisco & the Bay Area 
1972 - Summer at Montana State University: Bozeman, Montana, Yellowstone & the Tetons 
1973 - Around Lake Michigan: Ann Arbor & Muskegon - A Sewage Treatment Vacation 
1974 - Sampling the Snowy Peaks of  Utah: Alta, Snowbird, and Park City 
1975 - Crossing the Mississippi to Columbia, Missouri 
1976 - A Taste of  New Orleans; the Sight of  Sewage in San Diego 
1977 - Adventures in North Dakota, Philadelphia, and Silver Dollar City, Missouri 
1978 - Family Skiing at Breckenridge, Colorado 
1979 - The Coastal Redwoods to Otter Rock, Oregon 
1980 - See Naples (Florida) and Live; A tour of  America’s Southland 
1981 - Sunset Beach, North Carolina and the Intracoastal Waterway 
1982 - Meet me in Saint Louis 
1983 - Waging Water in Las Vegas; Kansas City, “City of  Fountains” 
1984 - Saint Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands - ”America’s Paradise” 
1985 - Santa Domingo, Republica, Dominicana - “Oldest City in the New World” 
1986 - Montego Bay, Jamaica - “No Problem” 
1987 - Water Research Labs: Utrecht, Netherlands; Paris, France; Zurich, Switzerland 
1988 - СССР, “Перестройка“, “Гласност“; Barbados (bearded fig tree) 
1989 - Tom’s band tours; Heather tours Europe; ‘rents tour Door Peninsula, Wisconsin 
1990 - Christchurch, New Zealand - “The most wonderful year of  our life!” 
1991 - Jogging and biking along the Missouri River (Katy) Trail 
1992 - Diaspora: Heather to Montana; Tom’s midwest music tour; ‘rents to Champaign, IL 
1993 - Little Rock, Arkansas; San Antonio, Texas; San Juan, Puerto Rico  



1994 - Waste Lecture Tours: Taiwan, Republic of  China; Parquera, Puerto Rico 
1995 - San Juan Islands, Washington; Vancouver, British Columbia; ΕΛΛΑΣ, Greece 
1996 - Copenhagen, Denmark; Willmar, Minnesota; Midwestern Mega-Hog Farms 
1997 - Natchidoches, Louisiana and the Southeastern U.S.; Washington, D.C. 
1998 - Family reunited in Columbia, Missouri 
1999 - Wildfoods Festival - Hokitika, New Zealand; Duluth, Minnesota & Lake Superior 
2000 - Republica de Costa Rica for the Y2K Millenium 
2001 - Niagara Falls, Cape Cod, Nova Scotia & 225 miles of  the Missouri River Trail 
2002 - Wyoming & Colorado; Florence & Cinque Terre National Park, Italy 
2003 - Rotary International dispatches Tom to Japan 
2004 - New Zealand (winter); Canadian Maritime Provinces (summer); Montreal 
2005 - NYC for The Golden Cooper reUnion; Bicycling in Sweden 
2006 - We celebrate the marriage of  Tom and Diana 
2007 - We celebrate the marriage of  Heather and John 
2007 - Tom creates his - and Diana’s - first annual report; also, a water project in India 
2008 - Diana guides the old folks on a tour of  England and, because it was nearby, Rome 
2008 - In addition to Italy and the UK, Tom recounts trips to Vermont, Texas, & Chicago  
2009 - A tale of  three cities: Washington, Chicago, New York 
2009 - Tom works up a video report for 2009: Chicago, Kansas City, Salt Lake City 
2010 - Barcelona, Spain; Siracusa, Sicily; Aeolian Island of  Lipari; Sitges, Spain 
2010 - No theme - just Mexico, Switzerland, & Rome 
2011 - Joni occupies Colorado & Newfoundland when not occupying New York City 
2011 - Amsterdam for ‘the Roast’; Diana weighs in with her own segments of  the report;  
	 Eastern Europe: Berlin to Prague; London & Preston, England 
2012 - Arctic Circle: Svalbard; Norway; Missouri Botanical Garden; Tall Ships, Baltimore 
2013 - The Old’Connors in Ireland 
2014 - The Alaska ‘Uncruise’ and The Big Apple 
2015 - Our Fiftieth ‘Season’s Greetings’; the Grand Canyon’, San Francisco and Iceland 
2016 - Adventures in Poland, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia & Russia; Autumn in Colorado 
2017 - The Total Eclipse brings visitors to Columbia, MO 
2017 - Heather and John Leigers in Columbia, Chicago - and Catalonia 
2018 - Coastal Central California, Arizona’s Slot Canyons, Utah’s Bryce Canyon, Columbia, MO 
2019 - LWV Centennial, Votes for Women, Holiday Parade, Mobile Funk Band; Mexico City, Mexico 
2020 - Pandemic 2020, Queen’s gambit, Solar table, Speaking of  the Arts 
2021 - Vaccinations, Zoom, Family activities, - including mushrooms, chickens, and pies. 
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Tribute to Franklin Delano Roosevelt
32nd U.S. President, 1933-1945
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We hope you will relax  
and enjoy each day of  ’01. 

Happy New Year!
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In the spring, John and I flew to NYC  

for his Golden Cooper (re)Union.

  “50th?  -  It’s my first!”

In addition to reminiscing and recalling 

with classmates things that may never 

have happened, we saw some 

Shows: Avenue Q, Hairspray,

   The Blue Man Group

Museums:  Metropolitan, Whitney, Frick,

   Guggenheim, Museum of Modern Art,

      Heller Gallery (Glass),

plus the unique “Ashes and Snow” 

photo exhibit in a gallery on Hudson 

River Pier 54.     “Pier 54, where are you?”

We lodged in Greenwich Village; 

lunched in Soho (Happy Mother’s Day!); 

enjoyed wonderful spring blossoms in 

Central Park and Rockerfeller Center; 

took the A-train; gawked at bright lights 

of Broadway, visited ground zero; and 

vowed to come back very soon, 

perhaps, for John’s Copper reUnion.

   

   Missouri Botanic Garden

In May, we had the good fortune to host guests from New 

Zealand, first from the South Island, then, from the North.

This gave us the opportunity to revisit Missouri ourselves.

“...for the ‘Advancement of 

Science and Art?’  

What kind of Union is that?”

  Peter Cooper’s Free  Public Forum:

 A. Lincoln spoke here...

“Right is Might!”

Peter Cooper  drank here...

...no women were allowed...

until one owned the place.

 “We were here before you were born”

“151 years and ale is well!”

Central Park reservoir, skyline; 

trees and flowers in profusion.

Tom took a break from  water engineering 

to travel to London, Paris and Ireland for 

a well-earned vacation  

-- and to attend a very special birthday party!

As part of a mentoring 

program, I volunteered as 

mentor for 4th graders.  

Enchante and I enjoyed 

our hour together each 

week. 
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  We were increasingly drawn to the Missouri countryside as Tom undertook to make our log cabin independent of 
utility-supplied power and water.  He installed solar panels and electrical storage to power lights and a water pump.  
He also installed facilities for collecting and piping rainwater into the cabin.   Meanwhile, in the forest, Heather 
continued her cultivation of ginseng and berries. But, the most unexpected development was the beautiful, sturdy 
outhouse John Leigers built as a 2005 Christmas present to the family.  * The privy will outlast the cabin!

* -- not one family in a million gets a new outhouse for Christmas! *  I doubt we’ll ever fill her up!

Century-old log cabin and year-old pit privy Tom and his dog, Zain

Vintage root cellar with deep roots

Stock (now deer) watering pond

Berries, bittersweet, persimmons feed the birds

Duckweed and reflections



Log Cabin (approx. 120 years old) at end of ‘Lost Cabin’ Road
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  The most exciting event of 2006 for us was the Sept. 15 
marriage of our son, Tom, to Diana Moxon, a lovely, lively, 
intelligent woman born in Preston, England.  
  Someday, you may hear Diana’s delightful accent.  She 
contributes to the BBC Radio “Word of Mouth” series.         

* I have an accent?

    Heather and her fiancé, John Leigers, continue to 
enjoy life together.   Heather helps John with the 
lighter part of his construction work while John helps 
Heather with the heaviest aspects of her ‘Sustainable 
Agriculture Research grant’.  Together here with ‘Bia, 
they enjoy one of Columbia’s loveliest snowfalls.

   For our part, we continued to enjoy biking, gardening and an 
eclectic assortment of community involvements.

* Diana did a Mizzou campus interview piece on ‘soda’ versus ‘pop’!
* I say ‘Pepsi’ or ‘Coke’; or sometimes, ‘Dr. Pepper’!

*  Nothing like a record snowfall to get everyone into their 
cars to drive to the Mall to enjoy the spectacular winter view 
of the parking lot! *  Really?  What did you buy?

eclectic assortment of community involvements:   mentoring, pilaticizing, 
theatrics, fortnightlying, leagueing, museeing, pARTying, ... 

*  If Stephen Colbare can coin new words, why not us?
*  How about “Chocolate is my flavorite!”

We hope you, also, will find Joy and Love in your 
personal assortment of family, friends and community 
involvements in the coming New Year!  -- and for all, 

Peace on Earth!

the O’Connors     2401 Tahoe Court      Columbia, MO 65203-1444      573-234-1012      john@h2oc.com

John O'Connor

John O'Connor
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2007 Report
My cushy-ass life


 Everything’s peachy!  I have a wonderful wife, family, friends, 
home, neighbors, dog, fish, a couple cars, no boss, a television you 
could land a helicopter on, and a cell phone that takes pictures and 
makes waffles.  I drive my 185-pound self around willy-nilly in a 
2,700-pound vehicle.  There are a vast array of stores that I can drive 
to and get pretty much everything I could possibly want, short of 
haggis.  I can get on a plane and be pretty much anywhere in the 
world within a day.  The electricity is on 99.99% of the time, and it’s 
so cheap that I run a refrigerator all winter.  The best drinking water 
in the world is piped directly into my home, and every morning I 
take a dump in it.  Then it goes away!  There are millions of people working for pennies 
making all sorts of crap for me, and other, better-paid people making sure that I won’t get 
my head stuck in it or get sick if I eat the paint off it.  Yep, it sure is easy being me.


 And the best part of it all is that I truly appreciate every bit of it, ‘cuz I know that all 
of this fun, crazy shit can’t last forever. 

http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=4H7TgAOneKI

http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=W48RcjeXjIY
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The New Guest Suite 

For your visiting pleasure, we now have a fully-

functional guest suite, complete with a cushy-ass 

queen-size bed.  There was a large opening between 

the bathroom and bedroom, but upon further review, 

we decided to block that off with a slab of styrofoam 

and a picture.  So now it’s safe to visit as couples while 

pooping as singles.  

Springtime

Good times.  Planted some fruit and nut trees at the 

cabin.  They’re mostly dead, but maybe I’ll have an 

apple and a sorry little almond in a few years.

Snippy came out and 

passed inspection for two 

more years of that crazy 

bullshit.

Rusty and Becky handled 

Cinco de Mayo flawlessly.

Deutschland, Uber A"es

As part of a Rotary program, I 

helped host a cultural exchange team 

from Germany.  I’d like to think that 

they had half as much fun as I did.

Video at: http://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=ecJoR7Joq40
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Chicago 

Ben moved to Chicago, and we immediately visited while Celtic 

Fest was in full swing.  Cabers were tossed, sheep were herded, 

harps were struck, bagpipes were squawked, dark beers were 

transformed to clear pisses, but there wasn’t a haggis to be seen.

Wedding

O’CONNOR STYLE 

My sister Heather and John 

Leigers were legally wed by 

Matt Mehmert, who read 

from Darwin’s “The Origin of 

Species.”

Family

Diana’s dad, Ron Moxon, 

visited all the way from 

Preston, England.  

Sadly and shockingly, 

Columbians lost our Queen 

Mother, Betty Brown, in 2007.   

Long live the Queen. 
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Viva

Everyone should go to Vegas at least once and no 

more than five times.  Craig and Shana renewed their 

vows at the Graceland Chapel with Elvis presiding.

Video at: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yWaEhFW6bDk

We’re Gettin’ the Band Back Together 

Not that we’re buying a bus or anything, but a 

few of the Rufus guys have been getting 

together as Stinkin’ Refuse or The Jerry Wagner 

Quintet, or Don and the Gay Apparels.

Rotary Water Project  

As the International Project guy in my 

Rotary club, I was able to add a very 

tiny bit of cush to the lives of a bunch 

of schoolchildren in Bhatkal, India.  

We funded a project that supplies 

treated drinking water to a school.
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Summertime, and the Living is Cushy

FLOAT ON 

The Fourth of July weekend was 

campground-style cushy.  A little 

rain was no match for tons of 

food, gallons of booze, and acres 

of big-ass tarp.

Video at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CXVXwWPuo6M

Art in the Park

ART ON 

Diana ran the show at Art 

in the Park.  I ran the 

Gator.  The $15,000 

featured musical act was 

The Grass Roots.  Yeah, 

that’s what we said, too.

Diana is the local media darling, having appeared in every 

form of print, radio, and television that we have.

Video at: http://youtube.com/watch?v=TCv9EbiAB8M

Roots, Blues, and BBQ

ROCK ON 

Boone County Bank put together a fantastic 

music festival that turned downtown into a full-

blown rock’n’roll extravaganza.  With bicycles, 

Shake’s cups, and a strategically-located 

refrigerator, we were able to avoid the ‘blues 

bucks’ and ‘kiddie-corral beer bin’ bullshit.  
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Seeing the Light

Last year doom boxes, this year LEDs.  

Here are 44 in series, providing a 

respectable amount of light for less than 

two watts.  This’ll come in handy at the 

cabin or when things are less cushy in general.  Or for 

a cool tiara or Halloween costume.

Ha"oween

We availed ourselves 

of all the fun and 

unique things that 

Halloween lets you get 

away with doing.   

The Cabin

OFF-GRID CUSH 

The cabin is sporting solar panels, rainwater 

collection, and indoor plumbing.  Very cushy by 

historical standards.  By Diana’s, not so much.
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UK 2007 Tour

This year’s UK excursion took 

us to Edinburgh, Scotland, in 

addition to Preston and 

London, England.  

Haggis, neeps, and tatties.  

Scotch.  Castles.  Tea.  

Museums.  Galleries.  

Beers.  Rugby.  Weak dollar.  

Spamalot.  Moxons and 

Barbers.  
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Missouri Tiger Footba" 

THE BEATING OF THE JAYHAWKS 

As if it wasn’t enough that Tiger football consistently 
gives us excuses to get together and drink, this year 
we got to get together, drink, and yell a bunch.

H2O’C Engineering

My dad and I continue to work 
together, doing consulting 
engineering, water plant operator 
training, and generally making it 
up as we go along.  

Peak Cushiness

It’s been a tremendously cushy year, and we’re looking 
forward to another one.  However, there are those 
who warn us that we are approaching peak cushiness.  
As the graphs show, the earth’s supply of raw 
cushioning materials is being depleted, while the 
world’s increasing population is exerting a higher cush 
demand.  

May your world be comforting and resilient in 2008, 

and may your cushiness be sustainable.


 
 Spongy Love,


 
 Tom and Diana

Global Cushioning Reserves

Global Cushioning Demand

Peak Cushiness
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2008
   We hope all of our friends and loved ones will enjoy a
Happy, Merry, Great, Joyous, Wonderful, Mirthful, 
Vivacious, Festive, Gay, Spectacular, Gleeful, Jocund, 
Cheerful, Wondrous, Stupendous, Jaunty, Awesome, 
Incredible, Fabulous, Blithe, Jolly, Phenomenal, 
Stunning, Sprightly, Hilarious, Extraordinary, 
Remarkable, Astonishing, Miraculous, Amazing,  Joyful 
Holiday Season, Kwanzaa, Hanukkah, New Year, 
Boxing Day, Winter Solstice, Alamo Bowl, & Noel.

Heather, John, Tom, Diana ....and the Elderly People

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
from the Old’Connors  
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 Our family has enjoyed another year of 

good health and happiness, along with a 

measure of sadness.


 Heather’s husband, John, has been designing 

and building decks (his favorite task) and 

pergolas, repaving drives, renovating kitchens 

and bathrooms. 


 Tom’s wife, Diana, as Executive Director of 

the Columbia Art League, vigorously solicited 

contributions for installing the Columbia Art 

League Gallery into the newly-restored 

Missouri Theatre Center for the Arts.


 This year, Heather expanded her research 

activities at the University of Missouri. She was 

invited (hired) to participate in a 

plant research program that 

i n vo l v e s a p p l y i n g n ew l y -

developed analytical techniques.


 In addition to his involvement in community affairs, Tom continues to manage 

the projects of H2O’C Engineering.  Along with John, he has co-authored a book 

on Water Treatment to be published by John Wiley & Sons.


 In March 2008, attended by loved ones, including my 

brother Bob, who came from Massachusetts, Mom 

died peacefully at age 93. Her older sister, Carrie, died 

the previous year, also at age 93. 


 A memorial service was held in Batavia, IL for her 

many life-long friends and relatives, including two of 

her high school classmates. She was buried in Batavia 

alongside my father, Lynn.

Agnes Hainisch, 
Batavia High School, Class of 1933

“3ey don’t always work...”

Join CAL & $upport 'e Arts

John Wiley says it wi" be ready in February.

Ready for Happy Hour?
John just insta"ed a bar in 'eir basement.

photo booth, 1965

Hartsburg, MO pop. 108
Pumpkinfest attendance: 20,000



�156


 In November, we collected my 70th birthday 

present which was "a fun, exciting, no-expenses-paid" 

trip to England with Tom & Diana, where we remet her 

father and brother and met other friends and relatives 

while feasting on delicious food, tasting tea (with milk, 

of course), and running through raindrops.  Since we 

were nearby, we traveled on to Rome to visit our 

artist cousins, Larry and Carol.  More fabulous food, 

"drinks well" wine and sunny skies.  I could go for a 

milestone birthday every year.

The Village of Charlwood has no 
streetlights, so small THE STREET 

needs no other name.

Came close to needing a canoe 
as friends and I biked along the 

flooded Fox River in Illinois.

Garden Walk, Champaign-Urbana Master Gardeners, 2008

Twenty-First Century Four-um at 
the Second Century Roman Forum

Colosseum, 80 AD (eighty-eighty?)



Aided by ‘Bia, Heather plants ginseng in Missouri forest as part of her research project.
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The Grail

For a long time, I’ve tried to give original, local art as gifts, 

and I always got out the handmade bowls and shit for 

special events.  So I thought I “got it.”

Recently, my friend and local claymaster, Karsten, kindly 

gave us a couple of his lovely, handcrafted mugs.  

Naturally, we put them in the cupboard where the mugs go.  

One morning, I’m 

standing in the kitchen, 

drinking out of some 

generic mug with “Team 

Building Exercise ‘99” 

printed on it, and it 

instantly becomes 

painfully obvious how 

horribly wrong it all is.  

I get Karsten’s 

mug out of the 

cupboard, transfer my tea 

into it, and start pulling all 

these old generic mugs out of 

the cupboard and into a 

paper bag to be Freecycled.  

And there I am in my moment 

of clarity.  I don’t need a whole cupboard full of two dozen 

crappy mugs from a huge ceramics factory in Asia with a 

bunch of bullshit printed on them.  I just need one really 

cool mug, handmade right here in Columbia by my artist 

friend, that I use every day.

I’m extremely pleased with myself for about a minute, after 

which I am disappointed in myself for my preceding 

decades of cluelessness.  Hope you’ve already Found Your 

Grail.

2008 Report
Good Times
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I played some music in 2008--just 

just enough to have a little fun 

and get into a little trouble.  I was 

the orchestra director and guitarist 

for The Full Monty at Columbia 

Entertainment Company.  Brian 

and Sean capably anchored the 

rhythm section.  

We picked up 

Scott from the 

Full Monty cast, 

and he joined 

Stinkin’ Refuse 

for a few local 

appearances.  

But we always 

made him 

stand in the 

back of the 

picture.

Thanks to the Mumbers and the power of the Shell 

Blanket, The Roast was on over Memorial Day 

weekend.

2008‘s Saint 

Patrick’s Day Party 

was more 

documented than 

usual.

Diana and I were 

able to sponge off 

Ben and Molly in 

Chicago and soak 

up some good times 

there.

I’ve basically quit drinking 

soda, and since I had some 

lying around, I discovered that 

if you put yeast in soda, you 

get booze.  Also, two-liter 

bottles can take a ridiculous 

amount of pressure without 

actually exploding.
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John and Nick and I 

tore off my old redwood 

deck and built this 

sweet new cedar deck.  

Zain digs it.  

We got a big-ass grill so 

that we could have a big-

ass deck party.  We might 

do that again next 

summer.

Efforts to increase the cush factor 

and feather 

the post-

apocalyptic 

nest at the 

cabin 

continued, with 

the planting of 

fruit and nut trees.  And more diddling 

around with LEDs and solar panels.

Diana continued her heroic 

efforts with the Columbia Art 

League--stabilizing the 

organization financially, pulling off another fabulous Art in 

the Park at Stephens Lake, and moving the operation down 

the street and into the newly-renovated Missouri Theatre 

Center for the Arts.

My dad and I continued with our 

consulting firm, H2O’C Engineering.  

We bundled a bunch of our studies at 

Bloomington, IL into book form, and 

Wiley Interscience published it.  I 

expanded our scope from water into 

renewable energy, doing some work for 

the National Biodiesel Board.

Through Rotary, I helped bring 

clean water to the village of 

Chandanwadi in India.
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John and Heather had 

another great 

Halloween party, filled 

with participants.  

Diana was a little white 

lie, and I was Brian the 

dog.  

Diana and I saw 

Obama speak in 

Columbia a few 

days before he was 

elected President.  

Probably a 

coincidence.

News was too painful and annoying to take directly in ’08, so 

we assimilated it via The Daily Show and The Onion, which 

foretold, monitored, and summed up the Bush presidency 

perfectly.  And of course, this classic.

I made this Onion logo table 

and emailed this pic to The 

Onion, but they never replied.  I 

guess they get that kinda stuff 

all the time.

Matt made us this 

redonkeydiculously 

cool kitchen island. 

Made it.  All by 

himself.  Out of 

trees and shit.  

Maybe he bought 

the handles, but I 

wouldn’t be too 

surprised if 

he mined the 

ore, forged the 

metal, and 

nickel-plated 

those bitches 

himself.

We enjoyed 

several trips this year--I went 

to Vermont, and we had a 

nice, relaxing trip to Texas, 

but our big outing was to 

Italy and the United Kingdom 

of Great Britain and Northern 

Ireland.
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In celebration of my 

mom’s 70th birthday, 

we took my folks on 

the trip and visited all 

the family in Preston 

and the Barbers in 

London.

We did a bunch of the tourist stuff--

museums, the polka dot boat that 

doesn’t have dots anymore, the 

London Eye, shopping, tea, fish and 

chips, pints of cask ale, Spamalot, the 

Lake District...  and I was excited to 

see this moai from Easter Island, since 

I enjoy his comic strip.

Serendipitously, we were at 

Westminster Abbey on 

Remembrance Day.
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We flew to Italy on my 

birthday (hence no party this 

year), where we met up with 

my second cousin, Larry, and 

his wife Carol, who have an 

apartment there.   

Rome is a great city to 

just screw around 

aimlessly in--easily 

walkable, great people-

watching, and wondrous 

sights are constantly 

springing up on you.  The 

food is great, but it’s 

pointless to eat the  pizza 

if you live in Columbia.

We visited a bunch of the 

classic tourist sites, 

including the massive bird 

flock of Castle Saint Angelo 

and the corresponding 

world’s-most-shat-upon 

Volkswagon.

So... that was fun.  Hope you 

are having a great 2009.  I’ll get 

to work on next year’s report 

right away.

Lots of Love, 

Diana and Tom
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 Season’s  2009   Greetings
We send our warmest wishes        for the New Year,

    along with our hope that      mankind may yet secure 

the future with a peaceful world     for those we love and cherish.

A Tale of !ree Citi"

Heather and I celebrated her 40th 

birthday with a trip to our Nation’s 

Capitol. There we met friends from 

Blacksburg, VA, and College Park, 

MD to lunch and share historical and 

scenic adventures with.

In the summer, John and I boarded 

Amtrak for a pleasant journey to the 

Second City. We enjoyed Millennium 

Park and the new wing of the Art 

Institute. After many years, we 

reprised the architectural boat tour 

only to discover a new, revitalized 

River Walk.

This autumn, John and I returned to 

The Big Apple for The Cooper 

ReUnion and the unveiling of its 

acclaimed new building. We managed 

to visit some museums, see some 

shows, shop at Macy’s, and join the 

throngs visiting Ellis Island. 

Welcome, huddled masses! 
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Tom with water plant supervisor at electric power plant

      H2OʼC Engineering
John and Tom continued consulting 

for water utilities. They were most 

excited to be awarded a contract to 

develop a long-range plan for a 

progressive community seeking to 

move toward sustainability by 

reducing its carbon footprint and 

becoming energy self-sufficient  

using alternative energy sources.

However, their new book on Water 

Treatment is only slowly ascending 

to the best sellerʼs list. 

 ...very slowly...

When not outside 

gardening, Heather 

spent much of her 

time in an MU lab 

developing intricate 

new techniques in an 

effort to confer novel 

and (hopefully) 

desirable properties 

to plants.

Have you tried giving 

Audrey III a few drops 

of your blood?

John and Heather were often found outdoors; camping, hiking, backpacking, 

wading, and, occasionally, running from disturbed and disgruntled bees.

When not in the woods, John was could be found working with wood to create 

exceptional decks. His renowned construction skills were in constant demand.

 When can you fit us in?

Diana and Tom cultivated Columbiaʼs art 

lovers, hosting receptions at the Columbia 

Art League and organizing the annual 

festival, Art in the Park. In her role as 

Executive Director, Diana has become a 

local media spokeswoman for the arts.

At home, even as Diana exploits her 

English gardenerʼs genes, Tom confounds 

her landscape with curious experimental 

energy & rain harvesting mechanisms.

 He has reduced their electricity use by 80%.

 She seems to be enduring it pretty well.

Avid gardeners and denizens of the local farmerʼs market, all four relish cooking 

fresh produce and creating culinary works of art.
 Whatʼs for dinner?
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As for yours truly,

I continued volunteer work with the Columbia Art League,

the League of Women Voters, 

  ... this year, our chapter celebrated its 90th year.  

  ... you need to get some younger members ...

and mentoring a 4th grader.     

  ... now, that is really fun ...

   ... also, a good way to find out if you are smarter than a 4th grader ...

   ... or not.

I also continued my schooling, taking lifelong learning classes.

  ... and I hear she’s a really tough grader ...

For exercise, I bicycled on our beautiful converted railroad trail (logging 

my highest annual mileage) and continued Pilates & aerobics classes at 

Columbia’s Recreation Center       

  ... our local school for flabby abbys ...

Meanwhile, John has quietly embarked on new endeavors including: 


 reading books (He joined The Book Guys reading group.), 


 drinking wine (with the Friday Afternoon Drinking and Carousing Association, and 


 playing with the computer while leaving all the hard engineering work to Tom.

  Oh, ...and did I mention doing crossword puzzles and solving Cryptoqoutes?

We are grateful for another wonderful year with our family 

and trust that your heart has also been filled with wondrous 

and memorable experiences shared with your loved ones ...

 

We sincerely hope that the New Year will bring you more fun 

than a fistful of balloons.

Heatherʼs 

Gingerbread 

Chalet
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     We again send you our Sincerest Wishes for a

Festive 2010 Holiday Season and a Happy New Year

We trust this year has been another wonderful and exciting adventure for you and your family

and that you will come together to share these precious holidays with those you cherish most.

This past year our family enjoyed a happy mélange 

of fun parties, impromptu celebrations, trail 

bicycling, eating, walking, exercising, gardening, 

book reading, play-going, volunteering, mentoring, 

and hosting friends; all blended with photography, 

art, entertainment, and travel.

 

We enjoyed visits from brother, Bob, and sister-in-law, 

Bonnie, as well  as from the Bikin’  Babes, dear friends from 

Missouri, Illinois, and Virginia who have biked together for 

25 years at locations around the globe.

Trains carried us to Chicago, while  planes flew  us 

to Colorado vistas and to historic ‘Mediterranean 

worlds’ that were very new to us.

Bicycles  carried us to nearby 

destinations along Missouri’s 

scenic Katy Trail which also 

provided many opportunities 

for nature photography.

Chicago Blackhawks win 2010 Stanley Cup
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John and Heather at the Botanic Gardens 
in Taormina, near Mount Etna.

Short Keeper of the Tall Gate

Heather selects fresh fruits and veggies 
at the Ortygia Farmer’s Market.

After much research and skillful planning by Heather,  we undertook to travel to Sicily and Spain this past spring.

In April, Heather, the two Johns, and I rendezvoused 

with our San Francisco artist cousins, Larry and Carol 

Lippold (larrylippold.com), in Siracusa, Sicily. They 

shepherded us along the well-worn stone-paved 

streets of Ortygia, through farmer’s markets and 

museums, and otherwise provided wonderful 

guidance, interpretation, home-cooked cuisine, and 

companionship.

Good weather, comfortable accommodations,  friendly  hosts, 

fascinating historical sites, followed us through our Sicilian 

journeys to Neapolis, Noto, Ragusa, Lipari,  Taormina, and 

Catania. Only  the volcanic eruption at Eyjafjalla Glacier 

created a small ripple in our travel plans.

From Sicily, we flew to Barcelona, Spain for the culture and museums, then, to Sitges for the sun, sand, and surf.

Larry, Heather & John Leigers, Carol, John at the intersection 
between our venerable apartments on the island of Ortygia, Siracusa.

Age and moisture caused our apartment entryway to collapse.

Us, on the Aeolian Island of Lipari

Tree Huggers of Barcelona

Museu Nacional d'Art de Catalunya           

Barcelona,      España



Ortygia, Sicily
Farmer’s Market

Fishmongers

Octopi

Squid

Nut Vendor
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We hope that you have also enjoyed another year of happiness and simple pleasures, 
always finding it possible to laugh at the human comedy along the way.

We believe that examining and enjoying fragments of the treasures of days past
adds to the nostalgia and appreciation of what our lives have been.

the O’Connors

It appears I became a ‘professional’ artist by 
selling my first photo entry, Autumn Leaves, in 
the Columbia Art League Member’s Show at 
its November 2010 opening reception.

When called to Rome on a consulting 
assignment, Tom was delighted that Diana 
was able to join him. Still, he claims her 
shopping cost more than the flight.

Oddities and Ends

Tom continued working on and lecturing 
about water as H2O’C Engineering entered 
into its 17th year (www.h2oc.com).

With good friends living in downtown Chicago,  
Heather & John, Diana & Tom, John & I, 
a l ternately, v is i ted the Windy City for 
entertainment, culture, ...., pizza & beer.

Our old log cabin became a shooting location 
for an independent filmmaker. You’ve probably 
heard of Winter’s Bone? This wasn’t it.

John & Heather could often be 
found hiking Missouri trails and 
traversing its clear streams.
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        We offer you our Heartfelt Wishes for a

Myrrhie 2011 Christmas and a Happy New Year

We hope this year has been another wonderful adventure for you and your family

and that you will gather together to share these precious holidays with those you cherish most.

       

This past year our family enjoyed Missouri’s outdoors by trail  bicycling, hiking, flower and vegetable gardening 

plus, for Tom, designing and building energy conservation projects. Again, autumn was particularly beautiful.

          

Our travels took us to the mountains of Colorado with hiking and biking buddies; to Newfoundland on a Road 

Scholar program; and to New York City for a long weekend. Back home, we were fortunate to host friends 

from New Zealand, Illinois, Alabama, Virginia, & Minnesota, plus our kin, Bob & Bonnie, from Massachusetts.
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We visited The Great Hall in The Cooper Union 

where Mark Twain was the first speaker. 

Diana arranged our expedition to The Big Apple 

as a surprise gift for Tom’s 45th Birthday.

Although the Times Square and Rockefeller Center crowds 

were at near peaks, we did find some measure of refuge at 

the Museums of Modern Art (MOMA) and Natural History.

Downtown, the World Trade Center site and Memorial were 

essentially  off  limits to civilians,  while the police alone constituted a 

street crowd. Nearby, the protesters occupying Zuccotti Park, looking 

much like your average NYC subway crowd, were surrounded by 

barricades breached only by a police-monitored entry/exit point.

In Johnʼs view, the greatest improvement in New York was 

the conversion of the old High Line Rail Line to a linear park.
“Whoever conceived of this generous gift to New York's walkers, 

birders, joggers and tourists should be awarded a Nobel Prize.”

Christmas lights in Zuccotti Park

Dining in NYC is an extraordinary experience. Crowded, noisy, 

cramped bistros provide excellent food at astounding prices. 

In Greenwich Village, New Yorkʼs Finest guarded us along with the 

artists, musicians, terrorists, onlookers and generic loiterers occupying 

Washington Square Park

Occupying 

New York

View of the Manhattan Bridge from the Brooklyn Bridge
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Along with Sandi, my friend since childhood, plus a coachload of Road Scholars, we toured the charming fishing villages of Newfoundland. 
We ate codfish and drank beer brewed with water melted from glaciers. We recommend the trip, but suggest you dress for weather.

We trust you have enjoyed yet another year of life’s 

simple pleasures, 

always  finding it possible to smile at our human comedy 

along the way.

This spring, John undertook the arduous 
task of reroofing our home. It is beautiful 
and we are now set for the next fifty years. 
We will update you in our 95th letter.

John & Tom consulted, conducted operator 
training and lectured as H2O’C Engineering 
entered into its 18th year. You can access 
some of their more whimsical slide shows at 
https://communities.acs.org/blogs/h2oc

This autumn, a gaggle of giggling girl friends 
made our way to Keystone, Colorado mainly to 

gab, gawk, and gobble. 
We also hiked in the snow.

John, as TVs Dexter, at his and Heatherʼs 

wild and ‘weirdly’ wonderful

Annual Halloween Costume Party.

Both excellent cooks, Heather & John 

serve a main dish at the

XVI Celebra"on of #e Feast of St. Swi#un.

I regularly bicycle the Missouri River Trail. 

To enjoy an early Thanksgiving dinner, we 

rode 16 km to Boonville. Some of us even 

biked back, turkey in tummies.

Puffins and gulls
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Our little crew remained steadfast as we enjoyed 
another year of peace, happiness and contentment.

With Heatherʼs assistance,her husband John brings 
comfort and beauty into numerous Columbia homes.

Renovations for comfort and joy comfort and joy !”

Tom and Dianaʼs newest creative activity takes the 
form of a series of whimsical newspaper columns 
chronicling their efforts to conserve and reduce their 
household energy use.    Energy independence in 2013!

Tom and John continue to consult with Missouri and 
Illinois water utilities, providing operator training and 
evaluating system performance and efficiency. 
For fun, John also contributes to the American Chemical Society 

website on water and wastewater chemistry and technology.

As in past years, I continue to bicycle, exercise, 
volunteer and serve as secretary for the Boone County 
League of Women Voters.  Campaign finance reform! Now!

 Despite adverse weather, 
Heather and John again brought 
forth a beautiful and productive 
native grass/flower/garden crop.

 John and I were content to attend plays and 
concerts plus offer ‘granddog-sitting-service’ 
while the ‘kids’ were traveling.
“Remember to take plastic bags on your walk.”

 While Tom ministered to H2O’C 
Engineering, Diana continued to 
direct the Columbia Art League.

“CAL was founded in 1959!”

 Season’s      2012      Gree!ngs
We $ust %at %is year your journey has been serene as you sailed %rough placid wa&rs wi% 

a fair wind at your back. We also hope %at %e Holidays and %e New Year wi' bring you ( 

ports where you wi' find peace and take your comfort among family and good +iends.
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 Tom created a local stir 
as he built Columbia’s first 

solar panel pergola. 

The Power Couple now 
sells enough energy to the 
City to offset any power that 
they purchase.

“The solar panel warranty 
guarantees 85% rated output 

after 25 years.”

 Diana & Tom are avid 
gardeners. Record summer 
h e a t r e v e a l e d w h i c h 
vegetables were hardiest. 
“In addition, there is almost no 
grass to mow.”

Thanks to our kids’ gardens, 
we were treated to fresh 
from the vine produce much 
of the growing season.

This summer, we journeyed to 
the Missouri Botanical Gardens (St. Louis) to enjoy their spectacular display of illuminated art. 

The Chinese Lantern Festival was creatively presented as 

“Art by Day, Magic by Night.”

The dragons were 
constructed of porcelain 
plates, saucers, cups, ..., 
whereas the globes were 

crafted of fine silk.

The illumination after nightfall 
caused the daywatchers to 
retrace their steps for yet 

another ʻartventureʼ.



Missouri Botanic Garden: Chinese Lantern Festival - 2012
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In August, with friends, I traveled to Norway to board an 
icebreaker for a once-in-a-lifetime Arctic Circle adventure.
“Svalbard was icy cold, but is rapidly melting and may soon become 
a winter vacation destination.”

Homesite along fjord in Norway

 We hope that, in the coming year, each day 
will  bring a new adventure into your life, whether 
you take a trip to a remote Pacific  Isle or an 
uplifting visit to your local  art gallery. We believe 
that adventure is more in the spirit of one’s 
enterprise than in an exotic location.

 Finally, we trust that our nation will finally find 
the courage to ban weapons that cruelly ravage 
the lives of our children and their families.

We wish you a Merry Christmas !

Tall Ships
A trip East brought me to 

Baltimore Harbor 
where the 

Sailabration
attracted tall ships and 

singing sailors from 
around the world in 

commemoration of the 
bicentennial of. of the 

War of 1812.

O, say can you see,!

With Heather & John, we returned to the Missouri Botanical Gardens 
in for their wonderfully creative December Christmas Show.

“We did a little shopping, too!”
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Merry       2013       Christmas

Summer 2013 found us in 
warm, sunny Ireland.

“We don’t norma!y s"ck sunscreen!”

‘RoadScholar’ introduced us to Irish 
dance, song, theatre, literature,  
farming, fishing, weaving, geology, 
history, cuisine, humor, story-telling, 
poetry, limericks, and their legendary 
Irish hospitality.

“#e scenery wasn’t bad ei$er ...”

May love and laughter light your days and warm your heart and home.
May good and faithful friends be yours, wherever you may roam.

May peace and plenty bless your world with joy that long endures.
May all life's passing seasons bring the best to you and yours!

An Irish Proverb

 In Columbia, Heather & John continued 
to work to make homes more beautiful 
and functional while Diana & Tom 
strove to help people appreciate fine art 
and clean water.

 All cultivated vegetable gardens and 
enjoyed the benefits of rich harvests for 
their culinary pursuits. Diana & Tom 
even built a coop and raised chickens. 

“We average about 2 eggs per day.”

  H2O’C Engineering, now in its 20th 
year, still consults for municipal 
water utilities. “Conserve more wa%r!”

 As member of Columbia’s Water & 
Light Board, Tom also advocates 
for conservation and expanded 
use of solar photovoltaics.

“Bo$ make economic sense,
are non-po!u&ng and 

keep money in our communi(.”

This year, my family bought me a 
lighter bicycle that I enjoy riding 
on the Katy Trail with friends.
I still exercise, volunteer, and 
work with the Boone County 
League of Women Voters.

John & I partake of many of the 
cultural opportunit ies that 
Columbia affords.

“Where " $is evening?” 



Warm, sunny, green, friendly Ireland - 2013
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John’s 80th Birthday Celebration, Columbia Art League, February 11, 2013
“I plan ! live forever -- so far, so good.”   S"ven Wright

joni@h2oc.com  john@h2oc.com   www.h2oc.com  2401 Tahoe Court, Columbia, MO  65203-1444   573-234-1012

We hope %at in 

&e New Year 

you wi( find 

peace and take 

your comfort 
amidst a loving 

family and 

good -iends.

Here Comes the Sun ...!

   Tom designed and installed solar panels while we 
were on vacation this summer. Our modest 1.5 kW 
system sits quietly atop our garage pumping electrons 
into our home whenever it is light outside.
 
  Columbia’s Water & Light Dept. graciously facilitated 
our project by providing a healthy rebate and installing 
a ‘Solar’ electric meter; one which records both energy 
‘purchased from’ and ‘returned to’ their grid.

“.e panels come wi% a 25-year warran/.”
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Merry       2014      Christmas
We hope you have enjoyed another eventful and exciting year 
with your family and good friends - - and that you will again 
share these precious holidays with those you cherish the most.

This year, we toured Alaska
by Alaska Railroad
Fairbanks ‘land of the midnight sun’ 
Denali National Park moose, bears, caribou, Dahl sheep, ptarmigan 
Talkeetna (Natl. Historic Site) museums, ranger station, expeditions. 

by UnCruise Ship-(Inside Passage) Ketchikan to Juneau 
Tongass National Forest: fjords, waterfalls, muskegs, seaplanes 
Glacier Bay: whales, skiffs, kayaks, eagles, salmon, wolves,.. 

“We found Alaska to be a sunny, exciting wonderland.“
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Seattle, Washington 

In June, we flew West with  
Diana and Tom to experience 
Seattle’s fish- and flower-filled 
Pike’s Place (Farmer’s) Market (1907). 
We rode the Seattle Center Monorail 
to the Experience Music Project,  
the Chihuly Garden & Glass Museum 
and the Pacific Science Center. 

New York, New York 

September, we headed East 
with Heather and John. 

Times Square, Central Park, MOMA,  
Top-of-the-Rock, a twilight cruise of 
Manhattan, Hell’s Kitchen eateries, 

reunions, & Lincoln Center (‘the Met’) 
were only part of our agenda.  

However, while the ‘kids’ viewed the 
spectacular People’s Climate March,  

we took refuge in The Cloisters.  

“We find trips to America’s great cities 
exhilarating, educational & refreshing; 
not to mention, fattening & expensive.” 

Fortunately, two of those great cities are 
in Missouri.  So, we journeyed to the 

City of Fountains, Kansas City 

to enjoy the ambiance and cuisine of 
Country Club Plaza as well as to view the 
King Tut exhibit at Union Station. 

“I think he’s dead …” 

Our trips to Saint Louis usually take 

us on leisurely strolls through the 
magnificent Missouri Botanic Gardens & 
the Saint Louis Museums in Forest Park. 

“Do we have time to smell the orchids?”



Quiet Park in Center of Manhattan and Lunch at MOMA
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Finally, in 

2015 

we hope that 
the New Year 
will bring you 

health, peace & 

comfort ‘midst 
a host of loved 

ones

Beautiful Homes - and Garden 
John Leigers’ artistry was largely expressed in his 
innovative designs for home improvements. 
Also, along with Heather, he has developed an 
extensive vegetable garden that provides hearty 
feedstock for their healthy gourmet cooking. 

“… is this stuff kale or chard?” 

Water, Sun and Sustainability 

Tom has oriented H2O’C Engineering toward a 
new horizon. Earning certification as a master 
electrician, he designs and manages installations 
of photovoltaic systems. He has had a busy year 
as recognition of the necessity for and good 
economics of accessing solar energy has grown. 

“…these systems are scalable, simple, and profitable.” 

Columbia’s Art League Advocate 

Increasingly, Diana has become the face and, on 
radio, the voice of Columbia’s artistic community. 
Next February, in the Capitol Rotunda in Jefferson 
City, Missouri’s Governor will present Diana with 
the Missouri Arts Council’s Arts Organization of 
2015 Award for the Columbia Art League. 

Diana also continues to rein in (some of) Tom’s 
initiatives in his pursuit of household energy 
independence. Their exchanges are chronicled in 
their Power Couple columns that appear twice-
monthly in the Columbia Daily Tribune. 

“… No way! … Are you listening to me?”

Winter’s Flowers 
Heather was surprised and 
elated when her ‘winter 
penstemon’ was judged 
Grand Prize Award winner 
at Columbia’s Photo Vision 
Competition and Exhibition. 
It was the first time she had 
entered a photo contest. 

“… should I quit now?”

Exercise, Advocacy & Entertainment 
I continue to take full advantage of Columbia’s 
renowned system of trails for biking and hiking as 
well as its exceptional Activities and Recreation 
Center for Pilates and exercise classes. 
Serving on the board of the League of Women Voters 
remains a pleasure as it, increasingly, serves vital 
roles in our burgeoning community. 

John and I both regularly enjoy our multi-college 
town’s eclectic menu of theatre, music, concerts, film 
festivals, and special events. 

“… the really hip content keeps us up-to-date and young.”

H2O’C: Water - and Solar - Engineering 

With Tom assuming most of the ‘heavy lifting,’ as 
John characterizes it, John now proudly claims to 
accompany Tom on their water plant forays. On most 
days, both can be found at their computers - Tom 
tending to business while John indulges in electronic 
reminiscences with old friends.



Saint Louis Botanic Garden - Win!r Display
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Grand Canyon 

At long last, in our 49th year of peregrination, we 
journeyed to Sedona, AZ en-route to the Grand 
Canyon. We rode the rails through Verde Canyon 
and, then, to the south rim of the Grand Canyon. 

San Francisco 

Having not fallen into the Canyon, 
we journeyed on to a city in northern California 

located on the tip of a peninsula surrounded by the 
Pacific Ocean and San Francisco Bay. Known for 
its hilly landscape, year-round fog, iconic Golden 

Gate Bridge, cable cars, and colorful Victorian 
houses, it is also home of our renowned family 

artists, Larry and Carol Lippold. 
As part of our brief stay, we toured the Stanford 

University campus and Art Museum where Larry 
was teaching a drawing class..  

A Golden      2015      Anniversary
We hope you have enjoyed another eventful and exciting year 
with your family and good friends - - and that you will again 
share the New Year with those you cherish the most.
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Iceland, Greenland
The summer of 2015 allowed for an exciting trip with dear friends to Iceland and Greenland (pictured). 
The numerous waterfalls, thermal features and green Icelandic landscapes were visual treats.

A European Tour
John and Heather undertook a well-earned and 
wide ranging vacation trip that encompassed 
Amsterdam, Venice, Rome (where they 
rendezvoused with Larry and Carol, our artist 
cousins at work), and, finally, Barcelona. 

“… We wouldn’t mind doing that again!”

A Cow’s Valve says “Moo!”
As John’s timed walks around our local lakes 
increased substantially over the previous year, 
he was diagnosed with ‘acute aortic stenosis.’ 

“… We didn’t know what that was either.” 

John underwent open heart surgery in 
December and recovered in time to celebrate 
our Golden Wedding Anniversary on January 
15, 2016.

Singapore & Sri Lanka
Alternately, Tom and Diana elected to celebrate 
her milestone birthday with a gala party in 
southeast Asia. Friends from around the world 
gathered to join in the festivities. 

“… This is no way to lose weight!” 

joni@h2oc.com    john@h2oc.com   www.h2oc.com  2401 Tahoe Court, Columbia, MO  65203-1444   573-234-1012

A Plan for 2016
With John’s recovery and continued optimism 
for the future, we have planned a trip to 
Poland, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, and Russia 
for this coming summer. 
As everyone knows, all of us must live life to 
the fullest while it is still possible. 
“Love and fond wishes to all our friends and family 

for a wonderful 2016.” 
The O’Connors



�183

Copernicus’ Armillary in the Professors’ Garden at 
Jagiellonian University (est. 1364), Krakow

Our Golden Anniversary Travel Celebration 
  To celebrate our 50 years of marriage, we decided to learn 
about Eastern Europe: Poland, the Baltic Nations & Russia. 

Poland: Krakow, Auschwitz, Warsaw 

  We toured famous universities and libraries as well as 
Holocaust sites, churches, graveyards, museums, castles, 
shops, tourist attractions & innumerable pubs & restaurants.

  Merry       2016      Christmas
 and a Happy, Heathy and Joyous New Year!

Inside the Kremlin Walls - Church of the Nativity

Lithuania: Vilnius, Klaipeda, Curonian Spit 

John’s maternal grandmother emigrated from Lithuania 
in 1871. 

  Artfully orchestrated by Overseas Adventure 
Tours, our 16-member group enjoyed expert 
guides, stunning scenery, efficient travel, plus 
superb accommodations and cuisines. 
  Throughout the trip, the pastoral countryside 
appeared green, wooded, productive & attractive.

Mural on rear of barbecue restaurant, Vilnius
  After 50 years of communist domination, Lithuania, 
fearing Russian intervention, is now a NATO stalwart.
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Russia: St. Petersburg St. Isaac’s Cathedral., the Hermitage 

  Churches and castles seem gilded from floor to their highest ceilings. 
So, as you gaze upward among an enrapt throng of camera-wielding 
sightseers, beware of pickpockets.

Latvia  Riga, Central Markets 

  We shopped in Riga’s sprawling Central Markets located 
within converted German Zeppelin hangars. Built in the 
1930s, they are now a UNESCO World Heritage site.

Estonia 
tire chair at 
the ultra-
modern 
KUMU art 
museum, 
Tallinn 

  After a 
half-century 
of Soviet 

repression, the economies of the Baltic nations are steadily recovering, 
enabling restoration of medieval sites plus dramatic new high-rise 
construction to modernize the landscape.

Trakai Island Castle
Lake Galvė, Trakai - 14th Century 

capital of Lithuanian Duke Vytautas

Russia: Moscow Red Square, GUM (now, a shopping mall),  
the Kremlin, Tretyakov & Pushkin Art Galleries 

  Comparing his visit to Soviet Moscow in 1988 as part of a HUD 
technical exchange, John was astonished at the kapitalistic 
metamorphosis of the now business- and tourist-oriented enterprise. 
The Soviet Union has ended and, for a fee, thousands of tourists now 
scramble within the once feared Kremlin walls daily, taking cell phone 
selfies and pausing only for Putin’s helicopter landing and passing 
motorcade. 

… nearby, Bentley, Ferrari & Maserati dealerships beckon Russian oligarchs.



Saint Petersburg, Russia - 2016
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  Finally, as in years gone by, we hope that this holiday 
season and coming year will bring you joy, happiness 
and contentment in the company of dear friends and 
loved ones. Ultimately, we believe, these are the best 
rewards that life has to offer.

Viet Nam
  Tom also celebrated a Golden Anniversary this 
year. For Tom’s 50th ‘natality’, Diana arranged for 
friends from around the globe to congregate in Viet 
Nam. While they enjoyed parties in posh resort hotels, 
they sometimes stayed in comfortable and convenient 
local Vietnamese Airbnbs. 

… It was refreshing to shop and mingle in town with the 
Vietnamese (Kihn) people ..… 

Colorado & Chicago
  Avid outdoor enthusiasts, John & Heather journeyed 
to Colorado this autumn to visit a friend’s animal farm, 
indulge in scenic treks and breathe the brisk Rocky 
Mountain air. 

Once in a lifetime? 
  Visiting friends in Chicago,John was invited to attend 
a Cubs National League-Championship Series game 
at a wildly raucous, beer-fueled, Wrigley Field. 

Alternately, Heather sipped wine with the girls. 

  Also, at this time of year, we look forward to having you share a few personal stories of your journey through life. 
We treasure each card, letter, phone call and electronic message. 

… however, while we toot, we don’t tweet. 

John and Joni O’Connor

  Back home in Columbia, MO, 
life remains placid and serene as Heather and John 
collaborate to keep apace of their cascade of home 
renovation projects throughout the city. 
  Focussed on energy and conservation, Tom has added 
solar system design to the demands of water quality 
engineering - even as Diana continues to promote 
Columbia’s arts scene. 

… with love and tender help so close by, the 
Old’Connors remain well-cared and well-provided for.



The solar eclipse provided an opportunity for the ‘Biking Babes’ 
to gather from Batavia, Illinois; Blacksburg, Virginia; and 
Columbia to ride a section of the Katy Trail. Our first ride, when 
some were first meeting, was in The Netherlands, 32 years ago 
(1985) when we dubbed ourselves the ‘old ladies’.   Karen, Sandi, 
Marcia and I regrouped to mount our metal steeds and pedal to 
an idyllic rural luncheon venue.     “My butt hurts!.”     “I’m getting hungry!”

This year many wonderful things came to us - right here in mid-Missouri.     
Dear friends from Illinois & Virginia, as well as newer friends from Spain, 
journeyed to Columbia to help us celebrate the rare, fleeting (< 3 minutes), & 
inspirational total solar eclipse of 2017.  “It was a wonderful celestial adventure.”

Totality!        2017      Solar Eclipse

November brought my brother, Bob, and his wife, Bonnie, from Cape Cod to 
Columbia for a festive family gathering. They reunited with local friends, 
toured the Art and Archeology museum, attended a local theater, and… 

“… prepared an extraordinary & memorable family dinner!”

In 1985, the ‘old ladies’ ‘biked the dike’ along Friesland’s ‘eleven cities’.”
“The Heineken’s brewery was en route!”   “Rain gear wear was de rigueur!”



Beachfront, Sitges, Spain

Sure and Andorra!
Enamored of Iberia, John and Heather have 

embarked on a December trip to Sitges, Spain en-route 
to an exotic vacation in Andorra in the Pyrenees. 

“Andorra enjoys the world’s seventh-highest alcohol 
consumption per capita (13.8 liters).” 

This past year, J&H have labored together on a wide 
range of home remodeling projects. Some of their 
handiwork can be admired at: 

 http://www.johnleigers.com.

Magic Trees illuminate many of 
Columbia’s winter snowscapes.

H2O’C has gone Solar!
Tom has expanded our environmental 
consulting firm in an exciting new 
direction this past year with an 
increased focus on solar system design 
& installation. Bolstered by local 
rebates from Columbia’s Water & Light 
Department plus federal tax incentives, 
homeowners are increasingly realizing 
that solar energy is a sound long-term 
investment. 

“It also increases a home’s market value!” 

http://www.h2oc.com/sample-page/solar/Tom and helpers even installed panels on our 130 year old 
log cabin.  “Now, we can enjoy music, telly & hot water!”

http://www.johnleigers.com
http://www.johnleigers.com
http://www.h2oc.com/sample-page/solar/
http://www.h2oc.com/sample-page/solar/
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“Love and fond wishes to all our friends 
and their families for a wonderful 2018.” 

The O’Connors 

For resolute friends, our 51 previous 
Christmas letters may be viewed at: 
http://www.h2oc.com/wp-content/uploads/

2017/12/18-Christmaslite.pdf

Columbia’s Mayor Proclaims!
In recognition of her contributions to our artistic 
community, Columbia's Mayor, Brian Treece, 
read a proclamation designating February 17, 

2017 as "Diana Moxon Day".  
For a decade now, Diana, has served as 
Executive Director of the Art League - and 
organizer of Columbia's major arts cultural 
event, ‘Art in the Park’    “14,000 this year.” 

Despite many accolades, Diana has decided to 
turn the reins over to a new Executive Director 
at the end of 2017.

Diana and Tom host a Saint Patrick’s Day 
party annually which features Corned Beef 
and Cabbage, Irish soda bread, home 
brewed beer and other notable Irish 
potables. Sláinte!

Diana (center) is pictured with CAL Board members 
and staff. https://columbiaartleague.org

John and I continue to enjoy theater plays; 
dance & music performances; art festivals; 
museum & botanical garden experiences.  
John also continues his monthly escapades 
with his Friday Afternoon Drinking and 
Carousing Association and Book Guys 
groups.   “After FADCA, I need a nap!”
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Happy Festasolsthannukwanzmas and Happy New Year from HoJo, y’all!! 
For the very first time, we’re doing an end of year recap. In 2017, this is what we 
got up to.


In January, we gathered in the spirit of fighting the good fight.


Spent some time working at the little slice of heaven known as the Lucky U Ranch 
(a.k.a. Chad and David’s place). Enjoyed having some time with Mae, a girl who was 
exuberant as they come, all the way into her golden years. 






 

Got into the spirit of True False with Tina “Smo” Smothers, who came down 
from Chicago as a first-time festival attendee and totally killed it with her short 
film at Gimme Truth (also doing a great job breaking the ice for Bryan Babylon’s 
initial stint as host). She also introduced us to her sweetie, the hilarious Will 
Thimes. Great times! Truth!!

Said farewell to Meg Poche (of KOPN 
and other local notoriety) with a none-
too-somber ceremony befitting her 
larger-than-life personality. Don’t let the 
photo fool you; it was a packed house full 
of very big love. Megaritas, Megorobilia, 
and memories.




Took care of little Mr. 
Norman, my dog-
walking charge. He 
and Rosie are besties. 
Beasty besties. 


Dog bliss us, every 
one!



Of course we enjoyed working and 
playing in the garden.




We did some good work to beautify and improve people’s houses.



 

Enjoying friends, family, nature and its bounty, volunteering.



 

Type to enter text

Said goodbye to Daniel “Pants” Rowden, 
who was a firestorm of joy, drumming, 
creativity, sweetness and fun. He shall be 
missed.

Enjoyed the Missouri River community, with 
its natural beauty and the occasional 
appearance of great bands like the Campfire 
Casettes coming through on their way back 
to LA. 



 

At about the same time the great solar eclipse swept 
across the country, we were installing solar panels on our 
roof. Fortunately the solar outage only lasted 2 minutes or 
so.



Celebrated the 
marriage of nephew 
Brian to our beloved 
Kelsey. 


While in Arkansas, took 
the opportunity to 
check out Crystal 
Bridges art museum in 
Bentonville, AR. Wow! 


Dressed up as our true 
selves for Halloween, 
when the veil between 
worlds is thinnest. 



A small project for Chicago friends allowed 
us another opportunity to enjoy all this great 
city has to offer. It’s always fun to see 
wonderkitties Seamus and Charlotte the 
great sock huntress.



At year’s end, we plotted to escape the everyday 
for a while. We visited Catalonia (Barcelona, Sitges, 
Girona in Spain), the tiny nation of Andorra nestled 
in the Pyrenees, and the town of Durham England 
where our friends Kim and Peter make their home.



Mountains, the beach, great food, astounding works of architecture and of course 
wonderful friends old and new made this 11-day whirlwind trip truly special. 

Love, peace, and presence to all. Looking forward to another trip around the sun and to the adventures 
we will share with you. 


Namaste




Our Love and 2018 Warm Wishes 
We trust you have enjoyed another eventful and exciting year with your 
family and true friends   -  and that you will once again share the coming 

New Year with those you are fondest of and cherish the most.

2018 was another special year for our family. To help Joni celebrate her 
80th Natal Day - and 52nd Wedding Anniversary - our family set out to 
explore the wonders of central coastal California.

We toured Carmel, Monterey, Pacific Grove, and Big Sur, drove the 
Pacific and Central Valley highways, and settled in Los Osos, Morro 
Bay where we connected with our California cousins, Larry and Carol.

Joni tried on 
Forrest’s shoes 

in Monterey.

We joined a crowd of amateur 
photographers assembled to record 
yet another sunset at Carmel Beach.

The southern Pacific Redwood forest 
is reportedly in decline.

Diana surveyed the Monterey Bay fleet.

All the boats looked alike  -  expensive.



This autumn, friend Karen, Joni, & Heather 
explored the sculptured beauty of Arizona’s 

‘slot canyons’.

Heather gives 
scale to a large 

hoodoo.

Our Los Osos ‘Getaway’.
Tom & Diana


in the redwoods 
forest.

Meanwhile, 
back on 

Columbia’s 
Katy trail.

John O, Joni, Tom, 
Diana, Heather, John L 

after luncheon at Big Sur.

October snowfall at 
Bryce Canyon, Utah.



In addition to designing residential and commercial 
systems, Tom brought solar to Columba’s ‘Roots 
and Blues’ Festival, providing some free energy 
for his guitar, amplifier & hip-mounted speakers.

Joni was recognized for her long and dedicated 
service to the Columbia/Boone County LWV.

John continues to enjoy his FADCA (Friday 
Afternoon Drinking and Carousing Association) 
as the group discovered new watering holes.


His monthly Book Guys group routinely 
challenges his readings on sewage by 

attracting him to fascinating current literature.

 


For nostalgia, he maintains electronic 
communications with his Cooper Friends, 

mostly retired engineers who exchange 
enhanced memories of times long past.


Surprisingly, the lasting results of his 1990 
sabbatical were featured in a recent

 New Zealand Fulbright publication.

After years of service, Heather is relinquishing her 
Board and Secretary positions for our local 
community radio station, KOPN. 

Diana’s affiliation with KOPN is hosting a weekly, 
hour-long review called ‘Speaking of the Arts’. 
She interviews artists of all stripes from Columbia’s 
local art scene. 

You can hear her here! https://www.kopn.org/
programs/speaking-of-the-arts/

As ever, our fond wishes go to all our friends 
and their families for a wonderful 2019. 

The O’Connors 

All 52 Christmas greetings may be seen at: 
http://www.h2oc.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/18-

Christmaslite.pdf
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Our 53rd year of family life was largely centered in and around our peaceful home where 
anniversaries and birthdays were celebrated; flowers and heirloom decorations rotated with 
each season; and distant friends and relatives welcomed to reminisce over past adventures.

With Love  2019  from Tahoe Court 
It is our fervent hope that you have enjoyed yet another happy and peaceful year 

in the comforting embrace of family and cherished friends.

Family Home Cooking can be both Fun and an Art Form 
Heather excels at cakes, breads, & creating desserts.    ‘This special cake was for Joni’s 81st.’ 
Tom prepares stir-fry using fresh vegetables from the family gardens. ‘He also brews beer.’ 
John is a meat-loving grill master who supports local greengrocers.  ‘No onions, please!’ 

Diana”could wow the Great British Baking Show with her Yule Log. ‘and Brussel sprouts?’



Welcome to Columbia - and Tahoe Court 

From the West (San Francisco), we welcomed artists Carol & Larry Lippold (our 
cousins). They attended Columbia’s annual Art in the Park and visited the studios of 
local artists. 

From the East (Cape Cod), we hosted Bob & Bonnie (brother & sister-in-law) who 
readily took to the local, ever-growing, biking and hiking trail system.  ‘Lots of trees here.’ 

In town, John continued to celebrate with his Friday Afternoon Drinking and 
Carousing Association (FADCA) buddies. ‘disorganized talking & organized drinking since 2009.’ 

Mexico City, Mexico Heather and John Leigers once more escaped to exotic 
locations; this year, Mexico’s capitol city and the Monarch butterfly gathering grounds.

Taking Care of Business - & the Arts 

John and Heather continue to conspire to 
renovate and beautify residences, indoors 
and out. One can view their handiwork at 
http://www.johnleigers.com


Tom directs H2O’C to advocate for, design 
and install residential solar systems while

Diana applies her talents to preparing for her 
hour-long Speaking of the Arts broadcast 
on community radio https://www.kopn.org/
programs/speaking-of-the-arts/. Diana also 
curates art displays for a bank & serves on 
the boards of KOPN & a local theater group.
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As ever, our fond wishes go to all our friends 
and their families for a happy and safe 2020. 

The O’Connors 
All 53 Christmas greetings may be found at: 

http://www.h2oc.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/18-
Christmaslite.pdf

100th Anniversary 
The founding of the 
Columbia-Boone 
County League of 
Women Voters in 
1918 predated the 
formation of the 
national LWV.

Joni served as 
president of this 
active chapter from 
1985-1989.


Columbia’s 2019 
Holiday Parade 
featured suffragists 
‘Votes for Women’

as well as Tom’s 
Mobile Funk Unit. 

‘Go Chiefs!’

Butterfly & Insect feed 
atop Heather’s Zinnia

Tom’s 51 kW Commercial 
solar installation



Our 54th year of family life was largely confined to our home, garden and arboreal surroundings. 
Birthdays and anniversaries were celebrated, often, outdoors. Flowers and heirloom decorations 
were still rotated with each season. However, distant friends and relatives were absent and missed. 

Pandemic 2020 
It is our fervent hope that you have survived and, hopefully, even enjoyed a happy 

and prosperous year in the midst of global tragedy and economic turmoil.

Thanks to Zoom, John continued to pontificate with his Friday Afternoon Drinking and 

Carousing Association (FADCA) buddies. ‘disorganized talking & organized drinking since 2009.’

Queen’s Gambit

(accepted)


1.d4 d5

2. c4 dxc4

“Something’s wrong here.”

Katy Trail bicycling 
was a special treat this year. 

 “Today, I spotted a bluebird.”

John and I 
enjoyed the 
autumn foliage 
as we walked.

In ’20, we learned to 
travel less;  

shop from home;  
avoid gatherings; 

meet friends on-line; 
acknowledge truly 
essential services; 
worry about health; 
sanitize and mask; 
maintain cable and 

phone services; 
eat more salads; 

drink more spirits; 

and stock up on TP.



On a bluff high above the Jefferson City, MO 
airport, Tom views his newest solar project. 

Keeping watch for 
garden-marauding rabbits 

and squirrels, 
Tom and Diana enjoy 

outdoor dining on their 
solar table. 

 “ Is this table grid-tied or 
stand alone?”

Diana’s weekly Speaking of the Arts 
broadcast interviews became outlets for many 
sidelined and dispirited performers in the Arts 
community. 

https://www.kopn.org/programs/speaking-of-the-arts/

Inveterate campers and hikers, John and 
Heather’s regular outdoor activities were affected 
less than most. 

Long Branch Lake, Eagle, MO

“Rosie enjoys 
these outings!”

With less opportunity for travel, 
dining and entertainment, 

homeowners are turning to 
expansion and renovation.
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As ever, our warmest wishes go to all 
our friends and their families for a 

saner and safer 2021. 

In 2021, will we, as a nation …. 
Confront disease and economic decline? 
Reject cruelty and favor compassion? 
Repair defects in our flawed governance? 
Rekindle our environmental commitments?
Reestablish friendships with former allies? 
Reward workers essential to our welfare? 
Will we continue to …. 
Shop, study and communicate virtually? 
Learn to adopt new methods of learning? 
Minimize non-essential travel & meetings?



We trust you are well and ready to enjoy yet another
Festive Holiday Season and Happy New Year 2022

Thanks to sensible precautions and timely vaccinations, 
our family has had a healthy and truly enjoyable 2021. 
With particularly favorable weather throughout the year, 
we enjoyed local jaunts, trail rides, and outside dining 
activities. Most important, we enjoyed the company of 
visiting friends and family from California, Massachusetts 
and Urbana, Illinois. 

‘Zoom’
entered our lexicon and quickly 
became our on-line portal to Osher 
Life Long Learning classes, library, 
civic groups, and LWV functions. 
For John, it fueled his rendezvous’ 
with his Book Guys and FADCA 
buddies.

O’ConnorvirUS: How the 
O’ConnorvirUS calmed, first, 

America, then, the world. 
http://www.h2oc.com/wp-content/

uploads/2021/02/OConnorvirUS-1.pdf 



Tom 
continued to design and 
install solar systems for 

local clients.

Moving to nighttime 
broadcast, Diana interviewed 
artists, musicians, actors, writers, directors, 

composers, vocalists, - and undertook to mount a 
fund-raising campaign for Columbia’s community 

broadcast station.

I enrolled in numerous classes via 
Zoom, continued working with the LWV and 

took many bicycle rides with friends into 
December.

In additional to 
creating an exceptional 

garden, Heather managed 
scheduling and  business 

affairs for John’s 
construction company.

John O. 
enjoyed 

discussing books 
and the news of 
the day with his 

cohorts.

John L. 
redesigned and 

reconfigured households 
to make them more 

attractive and functional. 
http://

www.johnleigers.com



As ever, our fondest wishes go to all our friends 
and their families for a joyous and safe 2022. 

The O’Connors

So fill to me the parting glass And drink a health whate'er befalls 
Then gently rise and softly call Good night and joy be to you all. 
But since it fell into my lot That I should rise and you should not 
I'll gently rise and softly call Good night and joy be to you all. 

The Parting Glass, 17th Century, sung at Irish Funerals.

Experienced hikers and campers, 
John Leigers and Heather toured 
beautiful Wisconsin this summer.

Tom harvests Morel 
mushrooms …

The Stoop 
http://
www.h2oc.com/
wp-content/
uploads/
2021/08/The-
Stoop7.pdf

Drawing: David James

… while Diana tends their chickens.

and who baked three 
delicious pies for 

Thanksgiving dinner?
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